(Adopted 2010)


Teacher Education Guiding Principles & Outcome Statements 
The Liberally Educated Professional
1. continually develops content knowledge in his major discipline field and communicates his knowledge effectively.

A. Exhibits knowledge and understanding of his major (or academic discipline). 

B. Communicates his knowledge effectively both orally and in writing to students, colleagues, and parents. 

C. Creatively integrates his content knowledge in his teaching and understands how his discipline connects with other disciplines.

2. understands the philosophical and theoretical foundation of education in the United States as well as the complex historic and contemporary issues related to middle and high school education in the United States.

A. Uses his understanding of the philosophical and theoretical foundations of American education (in middle and high school settings) to develop and articulate his own philosophy of education. 

B. Exhibits understanding of and appreciation for the seminal historic and contemporary issues influencing American education today.
3. understands developmental and learning theories, appreciates student diversity, and is able to work creatively and sensitively with diverse students within the complex social environment of the classroom to facilitate student learning.

A. Exhibits understanding of and appreciation for student diversity (definition to include ethnic, cultural, gender, socio-economic, racial diversity as well as diversity of learning styles, motivation, and experiences) and recognizes students’ varying needs (cognitive, developmental, emotional).
B. Plans creative lessons (long-range and short-term) incorporating technology, literacy strategies, and other effective approaches thoughtfully.

C. Demonstrates pedagogical knowledge of contemporary research-based teaching methods as he effectively teaches and assesses diverse learners.
4. shows enthusiasm for the profession and conducts himself as a moral and ethical professional.

A. Exhibits professional and ethical behaviors such as fostering appropriate teacher-student relationships as well as relationships with colleagues and supervisors, taking responsibility for his own actions, and accepting constructive criticism. 

B. Shows genuine concern for every student’s well-being and achievement.
C. Exhibits passion for the art and science of teaching, bringing enthusiasm to the classroom.
5. engages in critical reflection and collaboration for individual improvement and systematic educational change, and is a creative problem-solver in his approaches to teaching and learning. 

A. Reflects on his own practice and identifies and pursues questions of practice and other educational issues aimed at improving his teaching and student learning.

B. Continually reflects on his development as a teacher and articulates an emergent philosophy of teaching.

C. Exhibits leadership qualities by fostering collaborations with and among parents, colleagues, and students.
